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10 ways to bring the public back into public education

By Dr. Andre M. Perry
Contributing Columnist

This week, the Recovery School
District Superintendent Paul Vallas
issued a request for proposals for
community and faith-based organi-
zations to help “prevent truancy,
reduce suspensions and improve
the climate in RSD schools.” The
idea is simple; school success is
dependent upon a degree of com-
munity investment - community
meaning parochial school con-
sumers and those without children.

The “it takes a village” concept
has been embraced theoretically.
However, public education does
not remotely represent the village
at large. More than 90 percent of
its consumers are black. Because
more than 40 percent of school-age
children attend non-public options,
the civic investment in public edu-
cation is wanting and limited.
Parents’ decisions to remove chil-

dren from public schools are prima
facie evidence of public school
divestment.

Therefore, RSD leaders must find
ways to recoup lost social, political
and human capital from a relative-
ly secluded private and parochial
sector. The request for proposal
(RFP) is a good way to involve
recalcitrant but sympathetic village
members who would not normally
interface with public schools. Still,
the call for proposals will mobilize
community groups to perform rela-
tively complex activities. You may
not want to respond to Vallas’ pro-
posal, but 1 would like to offer 10
easier ways for you to help in our
public schools’ recovery.

1. Partner with your local school
to establish a “gift registry” at Wal-
Mart, Home Depot or other
appropriate vendor so adminis-
trators may purchase needed
items. Afterwards, host a recep-
tion to educate community mem-

bers about the school and its
needs while asking guests to add
items to the registry.

2. Sponsor a father-daughter
dance for a local high school.
Positive male modeling from
fathers shows daughters how
they should be treated by the
young men they allow into their
lives. Your good manners and
dance may expose young ladies
to high expectations and old
school dancing moves.

3. Create crossing guard clubs. If
you are a retiree, homemaker, and
have morning and afternoons off,
get together with friends to make
sure students cross the streets to
their schools safely. Crossing
guard clubs are also spy networks
in disguise. You can be the eyes
and ears for neighborhood prob-
lems, such as speeding in the
school zone or little Johnny’s
courting strategies.

4. Start a chess club. If the

schools never initiate another bas-
ketball ball team it would be no
great loss. You can develop the
same sort of highly touted “team
spirit” through chess and debate
teams, great book clubs and thes-
pian societies.

5. Attend PTO/PTA meetings.
This gives you a real voice in what
goes on in your local school. If
you can attend only rarely, try to
make it to a “voting” meeting or be
in touch with parents who are reg-
ular attendees. And try to pay
some, if not all, of those dues.

6. Organize a professional day.
Be one of the parents who explains
what they do to make a living or to
make the life of the rest of their
family run more smoothly as a
homemaker. Stress how it’s not all
about making money, but con-
tributing to your personal, family
and community development and
overall quality of life.

7. Contribute to the neighbor-

hood school’s enrichment calen-
dar. You could develop a series
of events in which you chaper-
one classes to museums,
libraries, universities, parks and
other field trips.

8. Start a ballroom or square
dance program or host a tea party.
The theme here is etiquette, eti-
quette, etiquette. These events
stress good manners and selfless-
ness, as well as the ancient art of
taking turns. 1t’s not the old bump
and grind, it’s the old bump and
say excuse me.

9. Organize a Start/End of year
cleanup day. Teachers need help
setting up and breaking down
classrooms for the year. Some
need bookshelf builders,
painters, alphabetizers and other
organizers. Yes, this would
require you to move out of your
chair. And finally...

10. Exhibit behaviors you seek in
children. Go to school. Whether

Vitter comes out of seclusion, claims New Orleans
prostitutes don’t exist; some say otherwise

In a press conference last Monday
at the Galleria Sheraton in
Metairie, U.S. Senator David
Vitter apologized for the indiscre-
tions with the D.C. Madam, but
asserted that reports of encounters
with prostitutes in New Orleans
were falsehoods brought forth by
his political enemies—by implica-
tion The Louisiana Weekly which
first broke the allegations about an
11-month affair with French
Quarter call girl Wendy Cortez—
and the Times-Picayune which
confirmed the allegations nearly
two weeks ago.

Christopher Tidmore, then The
Louisiana Weekly political colum-
nist who first wrote of the
Cortez/Vitter affair in 2002, and
chronicled Vitter’s denial and his
claim that the allegations were
“politically motivated” in 2004,
explained to this newspaper that
the Cortez story has a consider-
able degree of proof—in an inter-
view last Thursday.

Ironically, Tidmore took a leave
of absence from The Weekly in
May to run for the Louisiana
House of Representatives from
District 82 (comprising parts of
Uptown, OlId Jefferson, and
Metairie). The legislative seat
came open because of the term
limits bill that Vitter passed while
in the legislature. Tidmore took
time out of his campaign to speak
with us.

The Louisiana Weekly: Were
you surprised that Senator Vitter
denied the Cortez allegations again
on Monday, July 16?

Christopher Tidmore: Ex-
tremely surprised. | cannot imag-
ine the political benefit that the
Senator gains from further denials.
His defiance just strengthens the
will of the press to investigate the
Senator. The truth is: few people
believe Mr. Vitter. The telephone
calls to the DC Madam, Deborah
Palfrey confirmed that the then-
Congressman Vitter visited call
girls on a regular basis, and Times-
Picayune has done an exhaustive
investigation of Wendy Yow, alias
Cortez, checking her Social
Security number and identities in a
number of ways. Allegedly fami-
ly members of Ms. Yow saw pic-
tures of her with the Senator.

When Vitter said he was sorry
for his “sins,” why not stop
there? If any further revelations
come out, the Senator could have
simply said that this is one of the

“mistakes” for which he had
already apologized.

LW: Were you also surprised that
Sen. Vitter established contact with
the D.C. Madam’s operation after
his election to Congress? (The 11-
month tryst with Wendy Cortez
supposedly occurred while Vitter
was a State Representative.)

Christopher Tidmore: | had
hoped for the sake of his family
and career that Sen. Vitter
changed his proclivities. By all
accounts, he did not. In retro-
spect, though, no, I am not sur-
prised. Vitter went vengefully
after anyone related to the story,
even me, the reporter, who told
the tale as fairly as | could.

LW: Do you believe that the
prostitute he allegedly used in the
past was a separate person from
the reported “DC Madam” escort
he used?

CT: There is little doubt we are
speaking of at least two different
people.

Wendy Cortez lived in New
Orleans, and relocated to Atlanta
after Vitter’s election to Congress.
She had no links to the DC
Madam. In the interviews with
Wendy Cortez, she said that she
met Vitter independently, through
a friend, and visited him at a small
apartment at the corner of
Dumaine and Dauphine Streets in
the French Quarter.

The Madam of the raided Canal
Street Brothel has begun to say that
Wendy Cortez worked independ-
ently of her, but was a special
favorite of Vitter’s. Ultimately, |
believe that Wendy Cortez was a
separate case due to the way she
described that the relationship
between her and Vitter ending.
Their tryst reportedly lasted eleven
months. Wendy C. had been using
the name “Leah”, but Vitter asked
her what her real name was.
Apparently, seeing a call girl with
the same name as his wife was a bit
too intense for the-then State
Representative. As it might be for
anyone...

LW: How far did Vitter go to dis-
credit you when you were a
reporter?

CT: Quite far. He used his influ-
ence to deny job opportunities that
were presented to me, as he did to
others related to the story, and pub-
licly said repeatedly that not only
were the stories lies, but they were
politically motivated to destroy
him. What is interesting about the

last charge was that I had no polit-
ical agenda against \Vitter.
Ideologically, we agree on most
issues, and | was quite fond of him
as a reformist politician when he
was in the legislature. At the time
of his election to Congress, he con-
sidered me a quite sympathetic
reporter. But, my job required me
to pursue the truth—to confront a
pattern of hypocrisy and lies.

LW: Are you worried about being
tainted by scandals now that
you’ve gone into politics yourself?

CT: Scandals in general, | am
not. | have already pledged not to
take even a cup of coffee from lob-
byists, and have long been on
record with years of editorials as a
critic of the way the state does
business—echoing many of David
Vitter’s criticisms, interestingly
enough, when he was in the legis-
lature. What led me to jump into
the race for an open State
Legislative seat was the hostility
that certain legislators had to a
concept that | co-authored called
Broadway South. It extended
Louisiana’s very successful film
tax credits to live, legitimate the-
ater: music, opera, cabaret, jazz,
and Broadway shows. It was writ-
ten so that the state treasury would
not lose a dollar in revenue until
the first show of over $300,000
came to the state, but some legisla-
tors thought even that was too gen-
erous to New Orleans. That fight
made me so frustrated that | had to
run. Going against the grain is part
of my character, | suppose.

Whether my role in reporting the
Vitter/Cortez affair will turn off
Republican voters remains to be
seen. If it does, | have stood up for
the truth, and I have no regrets.

However, | do not think it will
ultimately. People respect the
truth, especially when the evidence
is overwhelming.

LW: It is our understanding that
the Senator raised the ire of many
state Republicans with the timing
of his press conference this past
Monday, can you confirm or deny.

CT: Senator Vitter scheduled his
interview at 5 pm on Monday,
just in time to divert press atten-
tion from Congressman Jindal’s
statewide announcement tour for
Governor. No one is sure as to
why, but Jindal has not jumped to
Vitter’s defense. Perhaps it was

payback.
For two months, the State GOP
had planned this statewide

NOPD get help with policing program

(AP) — Brown Group
International — considered a pio-
neer in community-policing pro-
grams —has finished its plan to
help the New Orleans Police
Department establish better con-
tacts with residents.

Superintendent Warren J. Riley
and Dr. Lee Brown, of the BGI
Group unveiled the plan last
Wednesday.

Police need community support
to adequately protect the people,
said Brown, who has been a chief
public safety and law enforce-
ment official in Houston, Atlanta

and New York. The study was
aimed at giving the NOPD a way
to enlist such support.

Besides drawing up a plan of
action, the BGI study was to set
up a monitoring system to check
how well the plan was being
implemented.

Brown’s approach to building
trust and communication between
the police and the community grew
out of his stint as the police chief in
Houston in the 1980s, he said. It
was necessitated by a low budget
and a lack of trust of the police,
Brown said.

“It establishes a partnership
between the people and the police
in which they come together to
identify problems and come
together to determine how to
resolve them,” he said.

Riley began earlier to try to build
a bridge between the force and the
public by establishing foot patrols,
aimed at getting police in more
direct contact with residents.

New Orleans police have long
complained of problems trying to
get witnesses to come forward.
Authorities blame that on fear but
also on lack of trust in the police.¢

announcement tour. Jindal would
fly from city to city making his
case. For Senator Vitter to speak
Monday afternoon of all times,
after a week of rejecting press
inquiries, showed a deliberate dis-
regard for the gubernatorial cam-
paign of the greatest hope the GOP
has had to reclaim the Governor’s
Mansion in years, Bobby Jindal.

More than a few senior
Republicans, who were ready to
defend Senator Vitter were alien-
ated by the timing of that press
conference.

LW: Outside the press confer-
ence, the UNO College
Republicans called on Mr. Vitter
to resign before the damage to
the Louisiana GOP is irreparable
this fall. What are your thoughts
on that?

CT: Itisa courageous act to con-

front a U.S. Senator on his pattern
of lies and his clear disregard for
his fellow members of the
Louisiana Republican Party. The
board members of the UNO
College Republicans have shown
their political wisdom and concern
for the Republican Party.

David Vitter had the chance to
make a clean break about his past
and repair the wound that he had
wrought on the Louisiana
Republican Party. Instead, the
Senator contested a story that was
first reported by The Louisiana
Weekly five years ago, and con-
firmed by the Times-Picayune last
week, with the theory that he was
victim of a plot by his political
enemies. What some Republicans
are missing is that this behavior is
damaging GOP candidates in the
eyes of the voters all over the state.

you’re a high

school drop

out or a

Ph.D., Con- y
tinue  your .
own educa- M
tion. Re- - }’

search shows
that the edu-
cational attainment of the parent
is a strong predictor of academic
success. You are a mirror for
your  children’s  behaviors.
Students see themselves in you.
Therefore, if you demand that
your child finishes his or her
homework while you watch
reruns of C.S.I., there may be a
disconnect. Besides, you may
learn that we shouldn’t pay twice
for a quality education.

There you have it. Low cost con-
tributions that may one day compel
you to make the ultimate invest-
ment — actually sending your kid
to a public school.¢
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Every Republican candidate facing
tough elections this fall will now
have to defend himself from
charges of hypocrisy thanks to the
Senator.

Vitter has also sent the message
nationally that we are all hyp-
ocrites in Louisiana. That’s why
some Republicans have argued that
if Governor Blanco agrees to
appoint a Republican to hold the
position until a special election in
2008, Mr. Vitter, for the good of
the Republican Party of Louisiana,
should feel a moral obligation to
step down.

Christopher Tidmore is a candi-
date for the legislature on
October 20.¢




