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By George E Curry
NNPA Columnist

As Jon Steward said on “The Daily
Show,” Rev. Jeremiah Wright has been
dominating cable news coverage like a
missing white girl. Meanwhile, John
McCain has his own Rev. Wrong in the
form of the Rev. John Hagee, a San
Antonio-based minister who refers to the
Catholic Church as the “Great Whore” and
calls Hurricane Katrina divine retaliation
for New Orleans’ support of gays and les-
bians.

Unlike Obama, McCain actively sought
and accepted the support of Hagee. The
Democratic frontrunner has been ham-
mered about controversial statements of
his former pastor even after strongly
rejecting them. In the Feb. 26 debate
alone, Farrakhan’s name was brought up
nine times. On the other hand, McCain has
not been hounded to denounce and repudi-
ate Hagee. 

Not counting last weekend’s stories, a
study by Media Matters for America, a
monitoring group, the New York Times and
the Washington Post have published 12
times as many articles mentioning
Obama’s ties to Wright as they have on
McCain’s link to Hagee. From Feb. 27
until the past week, the Washington Post
had published 53 stories mentioning
Obama’s relationship with Wright, but
only three articles mentioning McCain and
Hagee. Over that same period, the New
York Times published 46 stories mention-
ing Obama and Wright, but only five about
the McCain and Hagee connection.

Writing in the May 4 edition’s New York
Times, columnist Frank Rich stated, “…It
is disingenuous to pretend that there isn’t a
double-standard operating here. If we’re
going to judge Black candidates on their
most controversial associates — and how
quickly, sternly and completely they dis-
own them — we must judge white politi-
cians by the same yardstick.”

However, that isn’t the case. And it never
has been. Pat Robertson and Jerry Falwell

blamed the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon on
abortion supporters, gays, feminists, the
ACLU and People for the American Way
yet no one called on President George W.
Bush, who enjoys their political support, to
denounce and repudiate them.

As Rich pointed out in his column, for-
mer Republican presidential candidate
Rudolph Giuliani allowed a former priest
kicked out of a Long Island diocese in
2002 for sexual abuse to officiate one of
Giuliani’s weddings. The candidate was
never asked to denounce and repudiate the
defrocked priest.

McCain, the Republican’s presumptive
nominee, gets a pass on Hagee. Consider
the following:

• Speaking on National Public Radio’s Fresh
Air [Sept. 18, 2006], Hagee said, “...The
newspaper carried the story in our local area
that was not carried nationally that there was
to be a homosexual parade [in New Orleans]
on the Monday that Katrina came. And the
promise of that parade was that it was going to
reach a level of sexuality never demonstrated
before in any of the other Gay Pride parades.
… And I believe that the Hurricane Katrina
was, in fact, the judgment of God against the
city of New Orleans.”

• He also said in that same NPR inter-
view, “…Those who live by the Quran
[Muslims] have a scriptural mandate to kill
Christians and Jews.”

• The Wall Street Journal [July 27,
2006], referring to Hagee’s church bul-
letin, reported, “To help students seeking
odd jobs, his church newsletter, The
Cluster, advertised a ‘slave’ sale. “Slavery
in America is returning to Cornerstone,” it
said. “Make plans to come and go home
with a slave.” Mr. Hagee apologized but,
in a radio interview, protested about pres-
sure to be ‘politically correct’ and joked
that perhaps his pet dog should be called a
‘canine American.’”

• Summarizing Hagee’s record, Catholic
League President Bill Donahue said, “For
the past few decades, he [Hagee] has
waged an unrelenting war against the

Catholic Church. For
example, he likes
calling it ‘The Great
Whore,’ an ‘apostate
church,’ the ‘anti-
Christ,’ and a ‘false
cult system.’”

• In his book,
What Every Man
Wants in a Woman,
Hagee said, “Do you
know the difference
between a woman
with PMS and a snarling Doberman pin-
scher? The answer is lipstick. Do you
know the difference between a terrorist
and a woman with PMS? You can negoti-
ate with a terrorist.”

• In another section of the book, Hagee
writes: “Only a Spirit-
filled woman can submit
to her husband’s lead. It is
the natural desire of a
woman to lead through
feminine manipulation of
the man.” 

On the April 20 edition
of ABC’s “This Week,”
McCain, referring to
Hagee, said: “I’m glad to
have his endorsement.”
He explained, “I admire
and respect Dr. Hagee’s
leadership of the — of his
church.”

That position disturbs
Donahue of the Catholic
League. He said, “Senator
Obama has repudiated the
endorsement of Louis
Farrakhan, another bigot.
McCain should follow suit
and retract his embrace of
Hagee.”

George E. Curry, former
editor-in-chief of Emerge
magazine and the NNPA
News Service,  can be reach-
ed through his Web site,
www.georgecurry.com.◊

By Marc Morial
President/CEO, National Urban League

This election season has been full of stories about bowling scores, bar-
room boilermakers and pick-up basketball. But, last week a little-noticed
U.S. Supreme Court ruling may have jeopardized Americans’ precious
right to vote. In Crawford v. Marion County Election Board, the
Supreme Court ruled to uphold the most restrictive voter identification
law in the country and failed, I think, in its duty to protect the voting
rights of all Americans. In its 6-3 decision, the Court sanctioned the
practice of requiring Indiana voters to present government-issued photo
identification to vote. 

Poll taxes, which were used to disenfranchise Southern black voters by
requiring them to pay a tax in order to vote, were struck down by the
U.S. Supreme Court in 1966. This current ID requirement appears to be
nothing more than a thinly disguised modern-day poll tax that places a
burden upon many citizens – especially minorities, low-income, the
elderly and people with disabilities—seeking to exercise their constitu-
tional right to vote. 
As Melanie Campbell writes in the National Urban League’s State of

Black America 2008, “Today there are still over 54 million eligible
unregistered voters, including over 30 percent of African Americans and
over 40 percent of Latino Americans who are unregistered. Yet there are
those who consistently advocate for policies that discourage eligible citi-
zens from becoming active participants in our representative democra-
cy…” Indiana is one of a growing number of states that have passed or
are considering similar restrictive voter ID measures. It’s one thing to
have the right to vote and quite another to have unfettered freedom to
exercise that right. 

Despite my disappointment with the Court’s ruling, I am encouraged
that the Justices have left open the possibility that such laws could be
challenged in the future with proof that the laws prevented eligible vot-
ers from exercising their right to vote. 
As the historic presidential election of 2008 draws near, we should be

making it easier— not more difficult—for eligible voters to participate.◊

By Dr. Barbara Reynolds
NNPA Religion Columnist

As a member of the speakers’ committee of the National Press Club, upon
the invitation of the Club President Sylvia Smith, I helped organize the
press breakfast that featured Pastor Jeremiah Wright. Since my role —  and
my motive — have been questioned by some commentators, bloggers,
columnists and journalists, I feel I owe my readers an honest answer.

I began suggesting Pastor Jeremiah Wright as a speaker about three
years ago when I met him at the Samuel DeWitt Proctor Conference that
was convening in Washington, DC. At that conference, Sen. Barack
Obama was the morning keynote speaker and I was the afternoon
keynote speaker. After seeing that Wright and Obama had such power-
ful, but distinct social justice messages to lift people up, I wondered why
the public had not heard more from this Conference of which Wright
was the founder.
As a minister, I served as a commissioner on the Conference’s Truth

and Justice Hearings on Katrina. Sen. Hillary Clinton testified at the
hearings and attacked the Bush administration for its negligence and
Sen. Obama also addressed the group in Washington and encouraged its
mission. I saw the Conference message as a part of the legacy of the
Black Church that was either being drowned out by the conservative
evangelicals or the prosperity preachers. 

For two years Wright and the Conference took their message to
Washington and the National Press Club. Many eloquent and renown the-
ologians - including Pastors Wright, James Forbes, Freddie Haynes, Cynthia
Hale and others spoke. Unfortunately only one reporter, Hamil Harris of the
Washington Post reported it, but there was little other coverage.

Ironically I remember praying that somehow this group directed by
Rev. Dr. Iva Carruthers and composed of some of the most dedicated
and progressive preachers and theologians in the country would gain
more public exposure.

I soon found there is much truth to the old saying, “Be careful what
you pray for because God may not come the way you want Him but
when He comes He is right on time.” So when the recent controversy
around Wright erupted, Sylvia Smith, the president of the press club,
asked if I could get Wright as a speaker, the man I had been suggesting
even before she became president. I was delighted because the Samuel
Proctor Conference was again coming to Washington for its legislative
conference and Wright could now bring the social justice message with
its promise of equality and inclusion to an international level. 

That was my only motivation. 
I have been attacked for my role in all this. What is fueling it is

because I stated publicly that I voted for Sen. Clinton in the primary as
my way of thanking her for how she stood up for the poor when she had
a chance. Few have written that I also publicly criticized the Senator for
not firing Geraldine Ferraro when she insinuated that Senator Obama
was an “affirmative action” presidential candidate. Few have written that
in lectures and sermons I have spoken highly of Senator Obama and
how his message of hope offers a great opportunity to bring a divided
nation together.

I believe in the First Amendment. I believe that people of different
views should have a voice as citizens. I believe that pastors, preachers
and prophets should NOT go to the rulers and politicians and ask per-
mission from them to speak truth to power or to speak the Word that
God places in their heart. If they did that, most of the churches, syna-
gogues and mosques in America would shut down.
As an editorial board member at USA Today for 13 years, I helped

develop the Opinion Page. I was a door opener to let people in, not a
doorkeeper to shut people out. I fought hard to bring upon those pages

By Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist

In America, millions of low-income
families struggle each month to obtain
a minimally adequate diet. In 2006,
12.6 million children and 22.9 million
adults lived in households struggling
against hunger, and those numbers are
expected to grow amid a weakening
economy, rising joblessness, and
increased food prices. It is an outrage
that hunger would plague so many
people in our rich country, one of the
world’s biggest food exporters, where
more than enough food is grown and
produced to feed every American.

While few Americans actually endure
starvation, chronic, mild malnutrition
takes its toll on children, damaging
their physical, mental and psychologi-
cal health. Poorly nourished children
often suffer from stunted development
and impaired learning. What we need
for all of our people is food security—
assured access at all times to enough
food for an active, healthy life without
having to resort to skipping meals or
cutting back on the quality or quantity

of the food families purchase at stores.
The growth of hunger is related to

the growth of poverty and stagnant
and declining   wages among low-
income working families. While
incomes have fallen, the cost of food,
gasoline, housing and health care have
risen dramatically. 

The Washington, D.C.-based Food
Research and Action Center (FRAC)
reports that the cost of food rose 5.1
percent from February 2007 to
February 2008, according to the U.S.
Department of Labor. The percentage
hikes in the cost of basic food staples
such as milk, eggs, bread, rice and
cheese have reached double digits. 

Nutrition supports like Food Stamps
are insufficient to address many fami-
lies’ nutritional needs. As more and
more families require assistance to
purchase food, those already receiving
Food Stamps are finding they are able
to buy fewer groceries due to rising
prices. The capacity of food pantries to
supplement family food supplies has
been stretched to the breaking point. 

Vital food supplement programs sup-
ported by the federal government need

to be strength-
ened and fully
funded to
accommodate
the growing
need to provide
basic nutrition
for children in
low-income
families.
Programs with
long track
records of suc-
cess are the WIC program (Special
Supplemental Nutrition Program for
Women, Infants and Children), the
Food Stamp Program, and the School
Lunch and School Breakfast programs.
They not only make it possible for
millions of children to eat well, they
also improve their overall health.

The Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC) program provides nutritious
food packages, nutrition education,
and health care referrals. This combi-
nation of services has been shown to
improve a child’s chances of having a
healthy start in life by increasing the

By Ron Walters
NNPA Columnist

What we can say at this point in the
race for the Democratic nomination
between Hillary Clinton and Barack
Obama is that Obama has won.

In fact, the numbers suggest that he
probably has won since Wisconsin. On
the night of May 6, Barack Obama
won North Carolina handily at 56 per-
cent and came within a hair of win-
ning Indiana although losing 51-49.
This was not wish of those in the
media and the Clinton campaign who
wanted her to win strongly in both
states, not limp in with Indiana and
lose North Carolina. 

The strategy of the Clinton campaign
however, has been to string the elec-
tion out, hoping that Obama would
stumble hard enough to fall, proving
that he was un-electable and knocked
out of the race. The “stumble strategy”
however, has failed that was defined
by the speech in which he said that the
low income voters are “bitter” about
their condition (by the way, in her
speech following the squeaker in
Indiana, she called them “invisible”)
and by the video clips of the Rev.

Jeremiah Wright. In fact, even on the
national level, while 23 percent of
people polled said they were con-
cerned by Rev. Wright, 33 percent said
they felt Hillary was not truthful! 

Then, the Republican strategy
worked out by Karl Rove and Rush
Limbaugh which had Republicans vot-
ing for Hillary Clinton to make her the
nominee so that they could beat her to
death, was only minimally successful.
In fact, if Republicans had not given
Obama 45 percent of their vote in
Indiana, he probably could have made
up Hillary’s 20,000 lead to take that
state also. 

What remains now are the conditions
under which Hillary will concede
defeat. The pressure is building,
because her campaign is again running
out of money, rumors are that she has
lent it some more, Superdelegates con-
tinue to leave and the media momen-
tum has finally swung back to Obama.
From here on the media will ask the
question as they did of Rev. Jackson in
1984, “what does Hillary want?” That
will have to be worked out in private. 

The past shows that where candidates
competing for the nomination in hard
fought contest were able to join a uni-

ty pact, the
party went into
the Fall elec-
tion united, but
where they
couldn’t they
lost. So,
Hillary will
make some
demands of
Obama, per-
haps to cam-
paign, to
accept some of her staff and some of
her issues, some seats on the
Democratic national committee and
who knows what else. 

Nevertheless, Barack Obama can
now turn his campaign to John
McCain and less to Clinton and begin
the contest for the presidency. His
acceptance speech after winning North
Carolina was the last of the primary
and the first of the campaign. 

In it, he satisfied all the media
demands about his loyalty, his love of
country, his personal character, and
etc. and suggested that in spite of the
distractions thrown in his way, the
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